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tank-wagons and ships, and also if a pioneer industry

is established for making tins/*

*
*

There were many who gave evidence before the
Commission who considered that jail products were
a source of unfair competition, but Sir Ganga Ram
was convinced that the opposite was the case, in
addition to the fact that the technical skill acquired
by prisoners tended to make them into better and
more useful citizens. " There is unnecessary hue
and cry raised against jail competition " he said to
the Commission, " In my opinion, jail industries are
very good training for labour which would other-
wise remain a drag on society and turn into con-
firmed brutes. I have observed the jail administra-
tion for nearly twenty years of the period of my
service, I have always been of the opinion that it
is a mistake to give prisoners hard labour like wheat-
grinding. It has no deterrent effect on habitual
convicts. Encouraging small industries in jails would
have a great civilising influence on the criminal po-
pulation, and a little training in any particular
industry will train their minds and hands to indus-
trial labour. But for the carpet weaving started in
the Central Jail, Lahore there would have been no
carpet industry in the Punjab. It was Mr. Blake,
Deputy Superintendent Central Jail, who, on retire-
ment from service, carried the experience of carpet
industry in the Lahore Central Jail and caused the
establishment of a carpet factory in Amritsar. ;;